
Welcome Class of 
2028 Parents!

Scheduling Info
 Night for Incoming 

9th Graders

Spanish Interpretation. Please sit on the Left

   Interpretación en español. Por favor, siéntese a la izquierda

Portguese Interpretation. Please sit on the Right

Interpretação Portguese. Por favor, sente-se à direita



Administration

Dr. Scioli
Principal

Ms. Reutter Miss Walls Mr. McAdams

Assistant Principals



School Counselors

Mr. Gumby
A-El

Ms. Kilpatrick
Em-Lz

Ms. Osborn
Ma-Qz

Mr. Shackleford
Ra-Z



Mr. Grinstead
Athletic & Activities Director

Ms. Bhalla
College & Career Counselor

Other Staff



Scheduling Timeline

January 16&17 Rising Freshmen Scheduling Information Presentations

January 24 8th grade Presentation of Elective Options

February 1 PAHS counselors to assist elective entering in 

Skyward in Science Classes

March 19-20 PAHS counselors available for virtual parent/student 

conferences

Last week of 23-

24 school year

8th grade tour and course list print out

June 7 Deadline for Core Course Level Changes

August 16 Schedules Live in Skyward



Program of Studies

 Review BEFORE electives are 

entered!

 PASD Website > HS > 

Counseling Department



Requirements to Graduate PAHS

Students must take these….

English 4.0 

Credits

Social 

Studies

3.0 

Credits You must take a 

4th year in TWO 

of these 

departments!

Math 3.0 

Credits

Science 3.0 

Credits

…and these…

Techniques of 

Writing 

0.5 

Credits

Technology 

Course

0.5 

Credits

Health 0.5 

Credits

Physical 

Education

1.0 

Credits

Fine Arts 0.5 

Credits

..as well as …

Additional 

Electives

6.0 Credits

Complete the Career 

Exploration Project

Complete your Keystone 

Pathway

To earn a 
diploma!



Graduation Requirements:

Physical Education/Health Requirements

 1.0 credit of PE is required for graduation

 0.5 credit of Health during 10th Grade—Online Health option 

available

 Examples:



Keystone Exam Requirement

The Pennsylvania Department of Education has mandated that students 
demonstrate Proficiency in Keystone Exams prior to taking receipt of their 
High School diploma.

Prior to the completion of their junior year, students will have taken 3 
Keystone Exams: Literature, Biology and Algebra I.

Any student completing a Keystone-related course must take the 
appropriate Keystone Exam. 



ACT 158/ Keystone

 Keystone Proficiency Pathway:



ACT 158/Keystones

 Composite Score



ACT 158/Keystones

 CTE (Career & Technical Education)

 Alternative Assessment (PSAT, SAT, ACT,ASVAB)

 Evidence Based



Schedule Terminology

Core Classes (Science, Math, English, History) have 3 
levels of intensity

• CC – College & Career

• H – Honors

• Honors classes receive an additional weight into your GPA

• AP – Advanced Placement

• AP Classes are taught at the college level

• You can gain college credit based on an end of year exam



AP Information 2024-2025

Advanced Placement: College Level Course Work 

All students will be required to decide on exam registration by the end of this upcoming October.

Payment (approximately $100 per exam) is required by November 1

Registration will take place online in AP classes.

AP Credit Policy on College Board website provides information regarding scores and colleges



Schedule Terminology

We have a 6 day cycle of classes at 
PAHS

Every class is scheduled – there is no 8th period 
or advisory period like in the MS

Classes meet every day or every 
other day

Every day classes earn 1.0 credit

Every other day classes earn 0.5 credits

Some classes have an additional lab 
period connected to them

Algebra 1 & Bio Honors

3 Lab periods – 0.5 credits



Freshman Requirements

Class Credits

English 1.0 Credits

World History 1.0 Credits

Math 1.0 Credits / 

1.5 Credits

Physical Science/

Biology Honors

1.0 Credits/

1.5 Credits

Techniques of Writing 0.5 Credits

World Language** 1.0 Credits

MINIMUM Freshmen 

Course Load

5.5 / 6.0 Credits

 World language is an elective 

and strongly recommended (but 

not required) for post-

secondary collegiate goals.

 Depending on the student, this 

allows 0.5 to 1.0 of additional 

elective classes to be taken 

during the freshman year.



Mock 9th Grade Schedule (1)

Period/

Day
1 2 3 4 5 6

1 World History

2 TOW
Art (Elective, 

Fine Arts)
TOW

Art (Elective, 

Fine Arts)
TOW

Art (Elective, 

Fine Arts)

3 World Language (Elective)

4 English

5 Lunch

6 Algebra I

7 Study Hall Algebra Study Hall Algebra Study Hall Algebra

8 Physical Science

6.5 credits, with three study halls per cycle, and lunch in the cafeteria every day



Mock 9th Grade Schedule (2)

Period/

Day
1 2 3 4 5 6

1 World Language (Elective)

2 World History

3 English

4 Algebra II

5 Lunch

6 AP Computer Science Principles A (Elective, Tech)

7 Bio Lab TOW Bio Lab TOW Bio Lab TOW

8 Biology Honors

7 credits, with 3 labs  per cycle, and lunch in the cafeteria every day



Schedule Terminology

Study Halls can be a part of a schedule to help students get 
caught up in work

Lunches are assigned as part of the class schedule, not by 
grade

• students can take an additional class in their schedule, but this would mean 
giving up some of the lunch periods for “grab and go”.  Students must 
discuss this with the counselor for this to be an option.



English 9-Elements of Literature

Course Prerequisite

English 9 CC Successful completion of 8th grade Language Arts

English 9 Honors • Minimum of 90% in 8th grade Language Arts Course

• “Advanced” on Reading PSSA

• 8th Grade Teacher Recommendation

If a student wants to move up 

from CC to Honors without 

meeting the requirements, 

they will need to complete a 

waiver and register for the 

English 9 H summer bridge 

course.



Social Studies-World History

Course Prerequisite

World History 

CC

Successful completion of 8th grade Social Studies

World History 

Honors

80% or above 8th grade Social Studies and Language Arts

• “Proficient” on Reading PSSA

AP World 

History

90% or above in 8th grade Social Studies and Language Arts 

• “Advanced” on Reading PSSA

• Teacher Recommendation



Math Courses

Course Prerequisite

Algebra I Successful completion of Pre-Algebra 

Geometry CC Successful completion of Algebra I 

Geometry Honors 90% or higher in Algebra I

Algebra II CC Successful completion of Geometry

Algebra II Honors 80% or higher in Geometry

Pre-Calculus Honors 80% or higher in Algebra II H and Geometry

Students must 

score 

“proficient” on 

the Algebra I 

Keystone in 

order to move 

on to 

Geometry!



Mathematics: Students currently in Algebra I 

 January CDT scores will be used as a predictor for 

initial recommendations.  Recommendations will be 

altered based on Keystone exam results

Algebra I Keystone 

Result

Programming

Pass Move to Geometry

Score Basic (between 

1450 and 1499)

Algebra I (fall semester)

Geometry (spring semester) 2 credit course

Retest Keystone in Winter testing window

Score Below Basic 

(below 1450)

Repeat Algebra I course for 1 credit

Retest Keystone in Spring testing window



Science 

Course Prerequisite

Physical 

Science CC

Successful completion of 8th grade Science

Physical 

Science 

Honors

90% in Algebra I

Biology 

Honors

90% in 8th grade Science

Score of 1000 on the CDT Assessment

Teacher Recommendation

If a student want to move up 

from CC to Honors without 

meeting the requirements, 

they will need to complete a 

waiver and register for the 

summer bridge Science 

bridge course.



World Language

If a student is in a level 1 language class now:

• Students can move on to Level 2 with a grade of 70% or higher.

• If not, we recommend that the student repeat Level 1 at the HS level

• End of year diagnostic test will be given to level I students to confirm placement.

Option is also to switch to a different Level 1 class at the HS level!

• French → Spanish

• Spanish → Latin

• Etc



Level Change Process

 Core course recommendations will be available in the Skyward 

Student Access.  Parents will be notified once they are imported.

 Core course recommendations are based on prerequisites (semester 1 

grades).

 School counselors will be available to meet virtually with parents in 

March (19th & 20th). Information on conference sign-ups(sign up genius) 

will be communicated at the beginning of March



ELECTIVE COURSE SCHEDULING FORM

 Handout review



Elective Form - 2



Elective Form- 3



Skyward Snapshot

This link displays screen below

Click here 1st

See further directions on the PAHS Counseling Website



Skyward Snapshot

Two links here to choose from



Students will also need to select 5-6 elective choices.  Put these in 
order of preference as well.  

We can’t guarantee the electives that are chosen, but will work as 
hard as possible to make that happen.

If a student doesn’t select any electives, the counselor will 
automatically choose them for them.



School Year Course Changes

Electives

 No elective changes will take place after elective selection is complete in Skyward.

Leveling Down

 All course level change requests to move down a level must be made during 

Marking Period 1. Students may not level down during Marking Period 2. 

Leveling Up

 All course level change requests to move up a level must be made within the first 

two academic cycles of the school year.

Withdrawal

 A withdrawal from a PAHS course during semester one will result in the recording of 

a WITHDRAWAL PASS (WP) or a WITHDRAWAL FAIL (WF) on the student’s 

transcript. The designation is dependent upon the course grade at the time of the 

withdrawal. Only a student who has a current final grade of a 59 or below may 

withdraw after the semester 2 start and will receive that grade on their transcript. 

In either scenario the student does not gain credit for any portion of the course.

See the Program of Studies (POS) for more information.



Summer Offerings

 A Summer Program of Studies will be available on the PAHS Counseling 

Office Webpage in the Spring with more specific information.

◼ Bridge Programs for:

◼ AP World History- Recommended for all students enrolled

◼ English 9 H Bridge- required attendance with waiver

◼ Physical Science H Bridge-required attendance with waiver



TCHS Pickering

 Technical College High School (TCHS) is a place where students get to 

explore the things that interest them through a hands-on approach to 

education. TCHS is a part-time, public career-focused program for 

high school students in Chester County.

 Available for students to begin attending for their 10th grade year.



TCHS Programs

▪ Animal Science 

▪ Automotive Collision 
Technology 

▪ Automotive Service 
Technology 

▪ Carpentry 

▪ Commercial & Graphic 
Arts 

▪ Cosmetology 

▪ Criminal Justice & Police 
Sciences 

▪ Culinary Arts 

▪ Digital Media & Sound 
Communication

▪ Early Childhood Care & 
Education 

▪ Electrical Occupations 

▪ Health Career Pathways

▪ HVAC (new in 2024)

▪ Welding



Post-Secondary Planning

West Chester University Admissions Requirements

Temple University Admissions Requirements

University of Pittsburgh Admissions Requirements

Princeton University Admissions Requirements

https://www.wcupa.edu/_admissions/SCH_ADM/firstYear.aspx
https://admissions.temple.edu/apply/high-school-students/application-checklist
https://oafa.pitt.edu/apply/admissions-process/freshmen/
https://www.princeton.edu/admission/applyingforadmission/preparation/


Scheduling Timeline

January 16 &17 Rising Freshmen Scheduling Presentations

January 24 Elective Scheduling Presentation

February 1 PAHS counselors to assist elective entering in 

Skyward in Science Classes

March 19&20 PAHS counselors available for parent/student 

conferences

Last week of 23-

24

Tour and print out of scheduled courses, no teachers 

or periods

June 7 Deadline for Core Course Schedule Changes

August 16 Schedules Live in Skyward
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